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Xperitus Insurance Brokers Pvt. Ltd. is an IRDAl-licensed composite insurance broker that specializes 
in providing clients with bespoke insurance and risk management solutions. With several decades of 
experience in the insurance industry, we have consolidated our in-depth understanding of the 
industry with our technological capabilities to provide 24x7 protection that goes beyond the policy 
document.
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Irdai proposes changes in 
investment rules for insurance 
companies

On the hottest days, many workers 
face a brutal choice: earn and risk 
falling ill, or stay home and lose a 
day’s income. This summer, nearly 
8,500 women in Delhi and 
Faridabad will be covered by an 
insurance experiment that 
promises quick relief — but 
deciding the price of heat is proving 
far more complicated than reading 
a thermometer.

Source: Business Standard

Allianz warns Iran war could drive major marine insurance claims

An IRDAI certified Composite Broker under License No. 255, 
valid till 26/03/2028

Vol. 6 Issue 5| May 2026

Cyber scams rise sharply across 
Asia: Interpol

Illegal cyber activities accounted for 
around a third of all crimes recorded 
in some Asian countries, with scams 
the most widespread and financially 
damaging, according to a new 
Interpol report.

The global policing agency’s latest 
cyber threat cyber threat 
assessment cited the increasing 
dominance of online crimes 
compared to traditional illicit 
activity, describing the activities as 
“persistent, large-scale challenges 
affecting multiple jurisdictions” 
linked to the rapid adoption of 
digital infrastructure.

Source: Asia Insurance Post

As cyber risk evolves, the insurance 
industry tightens guardrails

As the risk of cyberattacks has 
increased in recent years, the long-
term financial consequences of 
such attacks have become a top 
concern for large enterprises, small 
to medium-sized businesses and 
even national governments.

Cyberattacks can have devastating 
consequences on businesses, 
resulting in data loss, weeks of 
downtime and millions of dollars in 
lost sales.

Source: Cybersecurity Drive

Read More

Source: Be Insure
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A week ago, Life Insurance Corporation of India (NSE:LICI) came out with a strong set of annual numbers 
that could potentially lead to a re-rate of the stock. Life Insurance Corporation of India beat earnings, with 

revenues hitting ₹9.8t, ahead of expectations, and statutory earnings per share outperforming analyst 
reckonings by a solid 13%.
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Govt Assures E20 Fuel Use is Safe, 
Won't Affect Vehicle Insurance 
Validity

India's ethanol blending 
programme remains safe, 
consumer-friendly, and 
economically beneficial, the 
government said, dismissing 
concerns that the use of E20 fuel 
could affect the validity of vehicle 
insurance policies.

The oil ministry in a statement said 
claims linking E20 fuel use to 
insurance invalidation had been 
clarified with relevant stakeholders 
and were found to be incorrect.

Source: Rediff

Gulf NRIs opt for Indian term life insurance amid Iran conflict

How EV adoption and repair 
inflation are reshaping India's car 
insurance industry

India's motor insurance sector has 
spent decades operating on a 
relatively stable set of assumptions. 
Vehicles followed predictable repair 
patterns. Repair ecosystems were 
predictable and widely accessible. 
Premiums, by and large, reflected a 
world that moved slowly.

That world is changing.
In 2020, EVs were barely visible on 
Indian roads- less than 1% of all 
vehicles sold. Four years later, that 
share had risen to 6.3%, with nearly 
5 million electric vehicles now 
registered across the country.

Source: Forbes

RDAI Receives First Wave Of Applications 
Under 100% Insurance FDI Regime: 
Sources

A new independent study by Praxis 
Global Alliance, a management 
consulting firm, covering 1,203 
motor and health insurance 
customers revealed a significant 
gap between what the 
intermediary model promises and 
what customers actually receive.

The report, ‘General Insurance
Industry Economics Uplift’, said 83 
percent of consumers find buying 
insurance complex. Two-thirds rely 
on agents because they cannot 
understand the product, not out of 
loyalty or preference, it said.

Source: NDTV

Read More

Source: Rediff

Amidst the ongoing West Asia conflict, non-resident Indians (NRIs) in the Gulf are increasingly investing in 
Indian term life insurance policies, drawn by the significant cost benefits and a desire for enhanced 

financial security for their families back home.
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When the claims experts are gone, who 
handles the next Gulf war?

Read

Insurers face margin pressure amid rising 
competition, costs; rural protection gap 

persists: Report

Read
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Choosing health insurance in 2026? Look 
beyond premium and check these factors

Secure your future with the best health insurance in 2026 by 
understanding key features, coverage options, claim support, 
and mistakes to avoid for smarter financial and medical 
protection. If in doubt consult certified financial experts before 
locking in on any health insurance policy.

Medical expenses continue to rise nationwide, driven by 
technological advancements, the introduction of modern 
treatments, and a host of other factors, including the costs of 
tests, consultations, and procedures.

These developments have made health insurance an essential 
financial safeguard in 2026, helping keep finances healthy, 
avoid expensive tests and medicines, and protect the financial 
prosperity of an individual's family and their future.

Therefore, the right policy can help you save money, access 
quality treatment, and reduce the financial burden of 
unforeseen, unavoidable medical emergencies, such as 
accidents or forced surgeries.

Still, what must not be overlooked is that choosing the best 
possible health insurance plan involves much more 
than comparing premiums and locking in the lowest one.

Key factors such as coverage quality, claim settlement ratio, 
hospital network coverage, recent customer experiences with 
policies from the respective health care provider, policy 
features, limitations, and negatives all play a vital role in 
determining the long-term value and meaning for a health 
insurance policy aspirant. Let us discuss these features briefly.

That is why, before you lock in on any health insurance plan, 
understand the brand offering it, the reputation of the health 
insurance company, compare different plans as per their 
offerings, align them with your current requirements, and 
take professional advice instead of solely focusing 
on premium costs.

Do remember: sometimes a slightly more expensive premium 
plan might offer more lucrative, significantly better coverage, 
flexibility, and claim support when it matters most.

Contd.

An IRDAI certified Composite Broker under License No. 255, 
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Factor Why It Matters

Claim Settlement 
Ratio

Reflects the insurer's ability to 
settle claims efficiently and reliably.

Network Hospitals
Ensures access to cashless 
treatment across a wide hospital 
network.

Room Rent Policy
Helps avoid unexpected out-of-
pocket expenses due to room rent 
restrictions.

Waiting Periods
Determines when coverage for pre-
existing diseases and specific 
conditions begins.

Sum Insured
Provides adequate financial 
protection against rising medical 
costs.

Customer Service
Supports smooth policy 
management and faster claim 
assistance.
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The list of features discussed above is indicative only. 
Furthermore, the features elaborated upon can 
significantly enhance the value of a health insurance 
policy and reduce financial stress during treatment if 
an individual faces a challenging health situation.

Common health insurance mistakes to avoid
Some of the most common health insurance mistakes 
you should avoid are:

1.Going with a low-premium policy blindly:
Aiming to secure the cheapest possible health 
insurance plan. This approach looks logical, but it is 
simply shallow and lacks basic depth. You must 
understand your current health, medical inflation, and 
potential requirements, and choose a prudent health 
insurance plan accordingly. This calls for an 
individualised analysis of plans and comparisons.

2.Not reading policy terms and blindly trusting 
advertisements:
Never trust health insurance advertisements, agent 
recommendations, campaigns and promotions. In

such situations, read the policy, understand it, and go to the 
core of the issue before deciding on a health policy plan. 
Doing this can help you avoid regrets and surprises later on. 
This is also essential because several policy terms may have 
distinct interpretations, making proper understanding vital.

1.Not disclosing pre-existing medical conditions:
This is a big no. Do not hide any facts, health-related history, 
or prior treatment details. Don’t presume that your health 
insurance provider will never get to know. This is a myth that 
can backfire later on. Incomplete or inaccurate health 
disclosures are among the leading causes of claim rejections, 
psychological stress, inadequate treatment, and disputes.

2.Underestimating the required sum insured:
Rising healthcare inflation makes adequate coverage 
essential. New health insurance applicants underestimate this 
basic fact. For example, a health insurance plan with a sum 
insured of ₹5 lakh might not be enough in an expensive tier 1 
city if the holder is diagnosed with a serious medical 
condition. That is why you should never underestimate the 
required sum insured, and, if possible, stretch yourself to 
boost your health insurance to a higher segment as per your 
financial capacity and your health care provider's advice.

3.Overlooking waiting periods, sub-limits, and copayment 
clauses:
Failure to understand these provisions or completely ignoring 
them initially can be costly. It can significantly reduce claim 
payouts and overall policy effectiveness when you need it 
most.

The bottom line
The best health insurance policy in 2026 is one that offers 
comprehensive coverage, reliable claim support, and strong 
value for money. Rather than focusing solely on premium 
costs, evaluate features, exclusions, waiting periods, hospital 
networks, and claim settlement records before making a 
decision.

Since healthcare needs vary from person to person, it is 
important to compare multiple plans carefully and assess your 
coverage requirements realistically. Before purchasing any 
policy, consult healthcare experts and certified financial 
advisors to ensure the plan aligns with your medical 
needs, financial goals, and long-term protection 
requirements.

Source: DT Next
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Feature Benefit

No Room Rent Limits

Allows flexibility in 
choosing hospital rooms 
without additional 
expenses.

Restoration Benefits
Automatically replenishes 
the sum insured after it is 
exhausted.

Zero or Low Copayment
Minimises the share of 
medical expenses paid by 
the policyholder.

Pre- and Post-
Hospitalisation Cover

Covers medical expenses 
incurred before and after 
hospitalisation.

Daycare Procedure 
Coverage

Includes modern 
treatments that do not 
require 24-hour 
hospitalisation.

Cashless Treatment Facility

Enables seamless 
treatment at network 
hospitals without upfront 
payments.

Essential health insurance features to look for 
in 2026

Source: Live Mint
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India's insurance overhaul: What the 100% FDI 
regime means for foreign investors

India now allows 100% FDI in the insurance sector under the 
automatic route with IRDAI verification, easing 
director/residency and intermediary restrictions while 
maintaining regulatory oversight.

Health-related expenses can place a heavy burden on 
families, especially in cases of hospitalisation or prolonged 
treatment. In such situations, health insurance plays a crucial 
role by providing financial assistance. However, while 
coverage is intended to make medical costs manageable, the 
process of filing and receiving claims may be fraught with 
challenges. From confusion to procedural hurdles, 
understanding the issues can help make the claim journey 
easier.

The growing role of health insurance in India
Over the past decade, demand for health insurance coverage 
in the healthcare sector has increased steadily. According to 
the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India 
(IRDAI), enrolment under various schemes has grown 
significantly. This rise is attributed to factors such as:

Rising hospitalisation costs: Medical inflation in India is 
among the highest globally.

Growing awareness: More people are recognising the need 
for insurance coverage.

Tax benefits: Premiums paid for insurance are eligible for 
deductions under income tax laws.

For households, opting for family health insurance has 
become a common approach. These policies extend coverage 
to multiple members under a single plan, which is often seen 
as more convenient and cost-effective.

Notably, the requirement to obtain approval and verification 
from the IRDAI is not a new regulatory requirement 
introduced by the Notification. Under Section 6A(4)(b)(ii) of 
the Insurance Act, 1938, prior approval of the IRDAI is 
required for the registration of any transfer of shares that 
would result in the transferee's aggregate shareholding

exceeding 5% of the paid-up capital of the insurance 
company. Further, Rule 5 of the Indian Insurance Companies 
(Foreign Investment) Rules, 2015 requires prior verification by 
the IRDAI for foreign investment proposals permitted under 
the automatic route in accordance with the NDI Rules.

In addition to increasing the foreign investment cap, the 
Notification removes certain conditions that were previously 
applicable to insurance companies having foreign investment, 
including requirements relating to:

• maintaining a majority of directors as resident Indians; 
and

• maintaining a majority of Key Managerial Persons as 
resident Indian citizens.

The amended rule now only requires that at least one among 
the Chairperson of the Board of Directors, the Managing 
Director, or the Chief Executive Officer of the Indian insurance 
company must be a resident Indian citizen.
The Notification also relaxes certain conditions applicable to 
insurance intermediaries having majority foreign 
shareholding. In particular, it dispenses with requirements 
relating to:

• obtaining prior approval from the IRDAI for dividend 
repatriation;

• restrictions on payments to foreign group companies, 
promoters, subsidiaries, interconnected entities or 
associate entities beyond what was considered necessary 
or permitted by the IRDAI; and

• aligning the composition of the Board of Directors and 
Key Managerial Persons in accordance with requirements 
prescribed by the relevant regulators.

However, insurance intermediaries with foreign investment 
will continue to be subject to other applicable conditions, 
including the requirement to be incorporated as a limited 
company; to have a resident Indian citizen serving as either 
the Chairperson of the Board of Directors, the Chief Executive
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Officer, the Principal Officer, or the Managing Director; to 
make such disclosures to the IRDAI as may be required in 
relation to payments made to group, promoter, subsidiary, 
interconnected, or associate entities; and to bring in the latest 
technological, managerial, and other relevant skills and 
expertise.

The amendment marks a significant liberalisation of the 
foreign investment regime for the insurance sector. By 
permitting 100% foreign ownership under the automatic 
route, the Government has removed the need for foreign 
insurers to retain an Indian joint venture partner solely to 
satisfy foreign ownership restrictions. This is expected to 
facilitate greater foreign participation in the Indian insurance 
market, encourage fresh capital inflows and provide greater 
flexibility for restructuring existing joint venture 
arrangements.

At the same time, the sector continues to remain subject to 
IRDAI oversight, licensing requirements and other regulatory 
safeguards, ensuring continued regulatory supervision 
notwithstanding the relaxation of foreign investment 
restrictions.

•

Source: Bar and Bench
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Nepal | Bhutan | Uganda | Kenya | Tanzania | 
Maldives | Bangladesh | St  Nevis & Kitts | 
UAE | Zambia | Ethiopia | Ghana | Togo | 
Ivory Coast | Senegal | Nigeria | United 
Kingdom | Belarus | Egypt | Russia
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